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Following the global spread of Covid-19, the world is faced with one of the biggest
challenges in recent history. This viral disease is not only a public health crisis but also one
of humanitarian nature. As civil society it is challenging to defend human rights and civic
space as a result of preventative measures such as lock-downs and curfew directives.
With solidarity and compassion this has propelled us to embrace information
communication technology to develop innovative alternatives of working during this
period.
In this ﬁrst issue of the newsletter 2020, you will ﬁnd projects and initiatives we are
working on at the secretariat and very educative material for your read. The following are
the highlights;
We kicked off the year with the Quarter Four 2019 team review meeting.
Review of the ﬁrst draft of the 2019 Judicial Scorecard Report
International Women’s day #FaceTheFuture campaign
Online campaign, #KnowTheLaw #KnowYourRights continues to grow and impact the
social media space.
Launch of Public Voice Campaign
Rule of Law Champions Initiative (ROLCI) videos
Other activities attended.

Newsletter
The CEPIL

Newsletter
The CEPIL

Quarter Four
2019 Review
Meeting
CEPIL held the Quarter Four 2019
team review meeting on January
16, 2020 at Piato Restaurant in
Kampala. We had the pleasure of
being joined by the Board Chair
Ms. Robina Namusisi as we
reviewed our performance for the
last quarter in 2019 and set goals
to forge the way forward for
Quarter One 2020..

The CEPIL Board Chair and Secretariat

The Judiciary
Scorecard
Report 2019
The research data collected from the
selected courts in 2019 was submitted
to the research consultant Mr Twesigye
Rogers for cleaning, processing and
analysis.
He compiled and submitted the ﬁrst
draft of the scorecard report which was
reviewed by the CEPIL programmes
team. Of the data collected a total
number of 2872 litigants, 572 legal
professionals, 45 clerks, and 28 judges
were interviewed, and 450 court
observations were made together with
7 focused group discussions carried
out.
The 2019 judgements of the Supreme
Court, Court of Appeal, Constitutional
Court and the High Court were
compiled for review. Subsequently a
team of ﬁve senior legal professionals
was identiﬁed to review the above
mentioned 2019 judgements.
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International Women’s day Initiative with 100 Faces UK
In recognition of International Women’s day we partnered with Next100years on their #FaceTheFuture campaign and
hosted their photo shoot session for Uganda. The campaign’s aim was to capture images of 1,000 people in the legal
profession from around the world in order to build a comprehensive library of the face of law in 2020. A total of 1,200
people were photographed worldwide. The photographs will be used as part of the #FaceTheFuture campaign, shown
virtually on a website and in a physical exhibition to show the varied and diverse face of women in law today and the male
champions that support them.

Online Campaign #KnowTheLaw #KnowYourRights
In order to reach out to the online community and increase
awareness of the law, #KnowtheLaw #KnowYourRights
campaigns have gone a great deal to impact and increase
digital awareness of the laws and legal processes in Uganda.
CEPIL has continued with this campaign on its website and
social media platforms. Write ups on the following
provisions of the law and court process were used in the
campaign in this quarter;
The 1995 Constitution of Uganda
Article 42 on the right to fair treatment in administrative
decisions;
Article 43 on the limitation on fundamental and other
human rights and freedoms;
Article 44 on the prohibition of derogation from particular
human rights and freedoms;
Article 45 on the human rights and freedoms additional to
other rights;
Article 46 on the effects of laws enacted for a state of
emergency;
Court processes
• Obtaining legal interest in land;
• Court proceedings;
• Due diligence.
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In addition to the #KnowTheLaw #KnowYourRights campaign, we researched, summarized and shared cases that have developed
jurisprudence and set precedent in the country’s legal spheres. They include the following:

Ali Singh v Margaret Nankabirwa Civil Appeal

Okori Henry & Ors v Criminal Appeal No.013 of 2017 in the Court of

No.03 of 2017 which discussed the principle of

Appeal of Uganda at Kampala which discussed that there must be an

he who alleges must prove.

arbitrary act as one of the essential ingredients for the offence of abuse of

Sukuton Ali v Augustine Kapkwonyongo &

ofﬁce.

others Civil Appeal No. 117 of 2012. It discusses

Best Kemigisa v Red Pepper Publications Ltd Civil Suit No. 162 of 2012

the inference of ﬁndings by the ﬁrst appellant

which discussed what amounts to defamation.

court by the second appellant court.

Stella Nyanzi V Attorney General Misc Cause 247 of 2017 which discusses

Ahamao Ssebuwufu v Uganda HCT 00-ICD-

freedom of liberty and expression in Uganda.

0021 of 2019.This is a case of bail application
whereby on September 15, 2018, the Applicant
was arrested from his work place by intelligence
ofﬁcers and detained at a safe house in Mbuya
for more than a month without access to his
family.
Emco Works Limited, Joseph Lujuza & Ponny
Lusiba Kiwanuka v Eco Bank Limited Misc
Application No. 936 of 2018. The Applicants
ﬁled this Application seeking unconditional leave
to appear and defend Civil Suit No. 860 of 2018
which was instituted under Order 36 of the Civil
Procedure Rules
Michael Mabikke v Law Development Centre
(LDC) Supreme Court of Uganda at Kampala
Misc. App No. 16 of 2015 which discussed the
need to show that exceptional circumstances
exist to warrant the taking of additional
evidence.
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Public Voice Uganda Campaign #PublicVoiceUg
In January, the Public Voice Campaign was
launched. Different personalities are interviewed
and recorded on relevant issues at the heart of
good governance, rule of law and justice in Uganda.
Short video clips are uploaded on the CEPIL
website and social media platforms; this is aimed at

Reagan Wamajji, Programs Ofﬁcer at Centre
for Policy Analysis: The role of youth in the law
making process. He called upon young people
to engage in the law making process especially
at the grass root levels in their communities
such as at the Local Government level.

enhancing civic space online;

Winnie Watera, Program Manager Reach a
Hand Uganda: The social challenges youth face
in Uganda today. She called upon the
government to actualize programs, educate and
provide information to youth.

Maria Alesi, a Social Justice Advocate and
Feminist: Gender and the law making process in
Uganda. She mentioned the importance of
women involvement in the law policy-making
process. She urged the government to ensure
gender equality in policy and law-making process.
She also urged women to deliberately take part in
the same.

Arthur Nsereko, Coordinator Network for Public
Interest Lawyers: The role of public interest
litigation in reforming the law and promoting
access to justice in Uganda. He urged both the bar
and the bench to take a personal interest in public
interest litigation for the beneﬁt of the public.

Diana Angwech, the Business Development
Manager at Shonubi Musoke and Co.
Advocates: The challenges faced by young
lawyers as they navigate legal practice in
Uganda. She called upon the youth to work
hard, learn and not only look at the money
aspect of their career.

Ophelia Kemigisha, Staff Attorney at Chapter Four
Uganda: The state of Human rights and the measure
being employed to promote it in Uganda. She urged
that trainings on human rights awareness would go a
long way in calling out human rights violations in
Uganda.
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The Rule of Law Champions Initiative (ROLCI)
In this quarter, the Rule of Law Champions (ROLCI) videos were uploaded on different social media platforms. This initiative shows
what the Rule of Law Champions intend to do with the knowledge and skills acquired from the mentorship programme last year

Anzoa Claudia on Children’s rights in Uganda. She points the
responsibility of the state to ensure children enjoy their
social, economic rights. She pledges to advocate for legal
reforms and its implementation on employment child labor in
Uganda
Ssenkumba Augustus Caeser on the law making process. He
argues that the law must contain the will of the people and
protect it as well. He pledges to participate in the law making
process and not leave it only to the elected members of
Parliament
Marunga Brenda on the respect of the rule of law in Uganda.
She argues that the rule of law is not about having laws on
paper but rather about having an accountable government.
She pledges to hold the government accountable hence forth.
Nakiyonga Isabella on alternative dispute resolution (ADR).
She asserts that ADR can help improve access to justice in
Uganda.

She

intends

to

participate

in

community

sensitisation to extend access to justice to the public.

Other Activities Attended
On 24th January 2020, we participated in the Uganda Parliament week at the Parliamentary Grounds where we had an
opportunity to engage and experience the process of debating bills in parliament.
On 30th January 2020, we attended the PELUM pre-budget dialogue on the ﬁnancial year 2020-2021 National Budget
Framework paper at Imperial Royale Hotel.
On 31st January 2020, we attended the review meeting at the Anti-Corruption Convention Uganda (ACCU) secretariat. The
meeting was aimed at evaluating the Anti-Corruption week that took place in December 2019 and lay strategy for the next
meeting scheduled for December 2020.
On 10th February 2020, we attended the dialogue seeking to bridging the inequality gap organised by the Ford Foundation. It
was held at Serena Hotel
On 21st of February 2020, we attended the NETPIL public lecture on the shrinking space on the right to freedom of expression
and assembly. It was held at Makerere University.
On 28th February 2020, we attended the launch of the African Women Leaders Network Uganda Chapter which was held at
Sheraton Hotel
On 7th and 8th of March 2020 we attended the LASPNET training on freedom of expression. The training equipped advocates
and journalists with knowledge on the freedom of expression in preparation of next year’s elections. This was held at Imperial
Royale Hotel.
On the 10th March 2020, we attended the Global Rights Alert consultative meeting at Piato Restaurant. The meeting brought
Civil Society Organisations together to enable them forge a collaboration that will help communities that are affected by the oil
and gas industry.
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CEPIL in Pictures

Valentines Day at CEPIL

Anek Daisy Trinity, Development and Law Knowledge
Ofﬁcer educating students at St Joseph's Secondary
School Bugolobi on children's rights

The CEPIL team during a team workout session
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All this would not have been possible without the help of our partners.
Thank you for your continued support

Find us on:

Visit us at:
http://cepiluganda.org/
On Twitter:
@cepil_uganda
Or Facebook:
@cepiluganda

5th Floor, Northern Wing,
Social Security House. Plot 4
Jinja Road, Kampala. P.O.Box
28611, Kampala, Uganda
Phone:
+256 393 224 509
Email:
info@cepiluganda.org
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