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Greetings from CEPIL,
As the number of Covid-19 cases continue to rise in the
communities we live and serve in, many civil society organizations
are choosing to work remotely where possible. In this scenario, we
are thankful for the ability to implement work from home policies
fairly quickly and continue to operate with minimal disruption. The
highlight of this transition is the opportunity for us to leverage
information and communication technology in upholding
the principles of good governance and democracy and human rights
by using law to ensure that every citizen in Uganda has equal
acess to social, economic and political opportunities without
discrimination.
In this second issue of the 2020 newsletter, you will nd progress
updates on initiatives that we are implementing such as making
CEPIL a great place to work; strengthening technical and leadership
capacity of staff; strengthening systems, policies and processes to
guide operations and improve productivity; building and promoting a
strong brand; diversifying funding and scaling up resource
mobilization; and scaling up programmatic interventions to expand
reach.
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Quarter One 2020 Review Meeting
The lock down as a result of the outbreak of the
Corona pandemic did not halt our business at
CEPIL. We implemented a tele working policy to
aid the team in their day to day work. The team
held the quarter one 2020 review meeting online
via zoom on 15th April 2020 to review the
performance for quarter one and set goals for
quarter two 2020. During the meeting, we also
resolved to embrace the use of ICT in a bid to
implement our programs in light of the stay home
directives issued by the government.

JUDICIARY SCORECARD RESEARCH
INITIATIVE 2019
Wondering how the Judiciary performed in the year 2019. We are
in the nal stages of preparation for the 2019 Judiciary Scorecard
launch and awards gala which is slated for mid -October 2020. The
2019 Judgment Review Committee is currently reviewing case
judgments which shall be used to inform the Report.

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
Video-logs (Vlogs)
Due to the work from home policy adopted my majority of
employers, technology has become the new normal. We used
this as an opportunity to communicate to the public using
vlogs summarizing legislative pieces passed by the
parliament. In this quarter we developed a short video
summarizing the Public Health (Control of Covid-19) Rules
2020 issued by the Ministry of Health to combat the spread
of Covid-19 together with a legal brief which can be found on
the CEPIL website and social media platforms.
https://cepiluganda.org/
CEPIL Tweet Chat Initiative
Stay home stay safe! With the increase in human rights violations and the use of the outbreak of Covid19 as an excuse to violate various rights, we resolved to use the tweeter as a platform to discuss
pertinent issues affecting the country as a whole and to create awareness amongst the public. With the
help of experienced personnels in the human rights eld, we were able to solicit information, personal
opinions and also impart knowledge to the public on matters of public interest. In the month of April,
May and June, we were intentional on holding online dialogues on the most controversial issues
affecting the country as follows:
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SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT CONTINUED
On the 10th April,-; “The Constitution and Covid-19; the topic was “To declare a state of emergency
or not. The panelists were; Dr. Busingye Kabumba a Law Don from Makerere University, Miss
Mwesigye Samantha a government lawyer and Elison Karuhanga a lawyer and partner with
Kampala Associated Advocates.
On 23rd April, the topic was “Covid-19 and the State of Media Freedom(s) in Uganda. The panelists
were; Nicholas Opio the Executive Director Chapter Four Uganda, Sandra Oryema head Legal Aid
Unit at (Public Interest Law Clinic) PILAC, Raymond Mujuni a journalist with NTV Uganda and
Catherine Anite a lawyer with Centre For Law and Democracy.
On 1st MAY 2020, the topic was “Land Justice in Covid-19 Times”. The panelists were; Ms. Pheona
Wall; the vice president of Uganda Law Society, His Worship Bwambale Daniel; a magistrate, Ms.
Wanyana Racheal; a human rights activist and Mr. Onen Moses from Participatory Ecological Land
Use management Uganda.
On 8th May 2020, the topic was “To allow or not to allow mid-term access to NSSF savings as
emergency relief during Covid-19 pandemic”. The panelists were; Mr. Richard Patrick Byarugaba;
Managing Director NSSF, Mr. Lambert David Tumwesigye; Policy and Advocacy Advisor ESPP, Ms.
Lydia Bwiite; Manager Rights, Social Protection Accountability PLA and Mr. Arnold Kwesiga; Policy
Analyst and Coordinator UCCA
On 15th May 2020, the topic was “Analyzing the presidential directive to allow only 30 lawyers to be
enlisted as essential workers during the lockdown”. The panelists were; Mr. Simon Peter Kinobe; the
president of Uganda Law Society, Ms. Alice Namuli; partner Katende, Ssempebwa & Co. Advocates
and Ms. Lydia Namuli Lubega; the Board Chair FIDA.
On 22nd May 2020, the topic was “Analyzing the national task force request for UGX 10,000
contribution from employees towards the ght against Covid-19”. The panelists were; Ms. Sarah
Bireete; the Executive Director of the Centre for Constitutional Governance, Mr. Morrison
Rwakakamba; the Founder Agency for Transformation and Mr. Emmanuel Muwonge; Principal
Associate at Katende, Ssempebwa & Co. Advocates.
On the 29th May 2020, the topic was “Analyzing the NSSF (Amendment) Bill 2019”. The panelists
were; Ms. Grace Mukwaya; Executive Director Platform for Labour Action, Mrs. Wasswa Rita
Nansasi; Director Legal Services URBRA, Mr. Bernard Oundo; Partner, Oundo & Co. Advocates and
Mr. Zziwa Herbert; Journalist NTV Uganda.
On 5th June 2020, ; “The Right to work post Covid-19”. The panelists were; Mr. Candia Emmanuel;
Board Chair, Network for Public Interest Lawyers (NETPIL), Ms. Bukenya Naimah; Senior legal
o cer Platform for Labour Action (PLA), and Mr. Byomuhangi Joseph; Program o cer Business
and Human Rights, Initiative for Social and Economic Rights (ISER).
On 12th June 2020, the topic was “Analyzing the Administration of the Judiciary Bill 2018”. The
panelists were; Ms. Pheona Wall; the Vice president of Uganda Law Society, His Worship Mr.
Bwambale Daniel and Ms Cissy Kagaba; Executive director, Anti-Corruption Coalition Uganda
(ACCU).
On the 26th June 2020, the topic was “Legal aid to decongest prison and extend access to justice
to prisoners during Covid-19.” The panelists were; Ms. Sandra Oryema; Head Legal Aid, PILAC, Ms.
Pamela Kamlega; Centre Manager/ Advocate, Justice Centre Uganda, Ms. Brenda Atwooki; Lawyer,
Social Justice Advocate and CEPIL Rule of Law Champion, 2019.
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These tweet chats involve a cross section of people from the public including government state
actors, private practitioners, civil society organizations and the public at large. Different opinions are
shared on different topics and detailed reports on each topic can be found on the CEPIL website and
social media platforms for more information. https://cepiluganda.org/ . You can also be a part of our
bi-weekly tweet chat by following us on our tweeter handle @cepil_uganda.

PARTNERSHIPS
The desire to promote the civic space both in and outside Uganda is
at the heart of CEPIL. This comes along with the need to create
partnerships in a bid to scale out our initiatives. As a result, CEPIL
has partnered with the East African Court of Justice to enhance the
ability of the bar and bench to promote and protect the civic space
and rule of law in East Africa. This project is supported by the Ford
Foundation started in May 2020 and is scheduled to run for a period
of two (2) years.

STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL AND LEADERSHIP CAPACITY OF THE
CEPIL STAFF
Servant Leadership Course.
In the month of May, the team was able to complete an online Servant
Leadership Course that was offered by the DAI Institute. This has equipped the
team with skills to use in in uence instead of title, status or role to inspire
others, cultivate trust , lead teams and build a healthy culture where people
ourish and grow. This is all while achieving our mission and strategic
objectives.
Proposal Writing Training.
On the 22nd of June, 2020 the CEPIL Secretariat attended a proposal writing
training that was facilitated by the CEPIL Board Chairperson, Ms. Robina
Namusisi via Zoom. The objective of the training was to equip the team with
skills to prepare successful project proposals so as to obtain funds for
implementing the projects. After the training the team was able to determine
project goals, objectives, expected outcomes, nd partners and develop proper
applications.

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION
Is it in the interest of the public? Let CEPIL handle it. In
the month of June CEPIL through its ALP Advocates
led a case for judicial review before the High Court
against the Attorney General (Miscellaneous Cause No.
91 of 2020) seeking to challenge the legality of the
process of making and passing the Electricity
(Establishment and Management of the Rural
Electricity Fund) Instrument, S.I No. 62 of 2020, and the
scope of the powers exercised by the Minster of Energy
and Mineral Development in making the provisions.
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On the 13th of June, 2020, the Honourable Justice Musa Ssekaana of the High Court granted an
interim order restraining the implementation of the Electricity (Establishment and Management of
the Rural Electricity Fund) Instrument, S.I No. 62 of 2020 until the determination of the application
for temporary injunctions and the ruling was delivered on 15th June, 2020.
Notably, the main application for judicial review is pending before the Civil Division of the High
Court and it was xed for hearing on the 29th June, 2020. On the 29th of June as scheduled the
judge was indisposed and the case was not heard. However, court issued dates for ling
submissions and we shall keep you updated on the progress of this case on all our social media
platforms.

Online Campaign
Ignorance of the law is no defence, a
principle used in the justice system of
Uganda. As CEPIL, we endeavor to reach out
to the online community and increase
awareness of the law through the
#KnowtheLaw #KnowYourRights campaign,
court processes and case summaries which
have been effective in impacting and
increasing digital awareness of the laws and
legal processes in Uganda. We have
continued with this campaign on our
website and social media platforms. Write
ups on the following provisions of the law
and court process were used in the
campaign in this quarter;
#KnowTheLaw #KnowYourRights
The 1995 Constitution of Uganda
Article 49 Report on the Management of a
State of an Emergency has to be
submitted to parliament.
Article 50 and 51 on the Human Rights
Commission and its Functions.
Article 59 which provides for the right to
vote etc
Court processes
The law on lodging a caveat on land.
Pauper Proceedings.
Procedure to replace a certi cate of title
etc

Case summaries
Margarete Lugarama V Nkumba College
School Misc. App No.4 of 2013 in the
Court of Appeal of Uganda at Kampala.
This case discusses how not ling an
appeal within the prescribed time can
cause striking out of the appeal.
Bamutura
Henry
V
Uganda
Miscellaneous Application no.19 of
2019, in the Supreme Court of Uganda
at Kampala which lays down principles
for granting bail pending appeal.
Dr Emmanuel Otala & 3 others V AG.
Constitutional Reference No. 0340 of
2010. This case emphasizes that in the
interpretation of the Constitution, all
provisions relevant to a particular issue
must be looked at as a whole.
John Kihika & Kaidoli William V
Absolom Tinkamanyire Civil Appeal No.
0086 Of 2014 which discusses that an
estate of the deceased can only be
distributed by a person who has letters
of administration.
Butebi Investment Enterprises Limited V
Kibalama Mugwanya Civil Application
No.354 of 2013 in the Court of Appeal
of Uganda which emphasizes that for a
preliminary objection to stand, the error
must be apparent abinitio. etc

For more details on the above articles please check on the CEPIL website at
https://cepiluganda.org/
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Other Activities Attended
The programmes team attended the voices for Health Webinar on
Thursday 30th April 2020 hosted by CEHURD.
The team attended the Inaugural NETPIL Rapid Response
Mechanism meeting on Friday 9th May 2019.
The team attended a meeting with Uganda Journalists Association
on 27th May 2020.
The also attended the E-Justice dialogue on the 27th of May, 2020
hosted by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
partnership with the Austrian Development Cooperation, the
Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, the Justice Law and
Order Secretariat and the Uganda Association of Women Lawyers.
The team attended the virtual meeting on E-Justice on the 2nd
June 2020 hosted by LASPNET.
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All this would not have been possible without the help of our partners.
Thank you for your continued support

Find us on:

Visit us at:
http://cepiluganda.org/
On Twitter:
@cepil_uganda
Or Facebook:
@cepiluganda

5th Floor, Northern Wing,
Social Security House. Plot 4
Jinja Road, Kampala. P.O.Box
28611, Kampala, Uganda
Phone:
+256 393 224 509
Email:
info@cepiluganda.org
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