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The role of Religious
leaders in Mitigating
Election Violence in Uganda
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Background
There are various characteristics associated with religious leaders
that make them well placed to mobilize stakeholders and to engage in
efforts to counter violence and promote peace. These include
trustworthiness and credibility; shared and respected set of values
with different sides of a conflict and unique leverage as spiritual
leaders; understanding of the local context, presence in local
communities and local legitimacy; and strong networks and access to
various levels of power. Previous elections in 2001, 2006, and 2011
and 2016 were marred by allegations of vote-rigging, violence,
intimidation and violations of free assembly, expression and
association as reported by Human Rights Watch. With the elections
around the corner, campaigns are ongoing, and as reported by the
media, we have witnessed, growing incidences of election violence
across the country. It is therefore on this basis that CEPIL as a civil
society convened an online discussion to ascertain to what the role of
religious leaders extends to mitigating election violence in Uganda.
On 27th November 2020, a discussion was held online to solicit
feedback from the online community on what they say about the role
of the religious leaders in mitigating election violence. To achieve this,
CEPIL sought the following legal experts and human rights activists
within civil society and the legal fraternity to shade light this matter.
1. Ms. Sarah Bireete, Executive Director Center for Constitutional
Governance (CCG)
2. Ms. Claire Amanya, Managing Partner CR & Amanya Advocates and
Solicitors.
3. Mr. Ronald Matovu, Advocate Buganda Royal Chambers
4. Mr. Umar Nyanzi, President Muslim Centre for Justice and Law (MCJL)

The chat was moderated by CEPIL and was later joined by several legal and
non-legal practitioners in the private, public, and civil society sector.
The following questions guided the discussion.
What is the relationship between religion and democracy?
To what extent does religion have a role in promoting democracy through
elections?
To what extent does the law permit involvement of religious leaders in
Mitigating Election Violence?
To what extent does the role of religious leaders extend towards
Mitigating Election Violence?
At what stage should religious leaders get involved in promoting
democracy, the rule of law and good governance in Uganda?
What recommendations do you have for the religious leaders and law
enforcers in ensuring a peaceful electoral period?

Highlights of the Tweet Chat
Religion is a core component of our democracy. We have political parties
that were formed along religious lines (JEEMA for Muslims, DP for
Catholics, etc.) This affects the participation of citizens in political
activities by virtue of the religion.
Democracy is the government of the people, for the people and by the
people. Religions, on the other hand, are the most significant social
spaces for the people. This makes religion the biggest influencing space
on democracy & public affairs with religious leaders at the helm.
Religion by nature and dogma promotes justice for all. Justice means the
rule of law, peace, fairness, equality, equity and dignity. This is their
calling that serves to promote good governance and equality for all in
society. Religious leaders should fight injustice.
It is part of the calling of religious leaders to promote democracy,
peaceful transition of power and good governance.
Democracy is a continuous journey and actors should engage with it on
a day to day basis. They are no stopovers when one is involved. It
involves the promotion of equity/the rule of law, active citizenry,
elections, accountability & service delivery.

T• Religious leaders have a significant role to play even though very few of
them often come out to speak against the Uncalled-for Violence
• Religious leaders and law enforcers are not supposed to act partisan
• Religious leaders also have a right to vote, and it is normal to be reached
out by political leaders. When the ruling government reaches out to them, it’s
called compromise, which is not the other way round. The non-artisan line is
indeed thin.
• No law bars religious leaders from participating in politics or speaking about
election violence. The bar is on cultural leaders, not religious leaders, Article
246 of the Constitution of Uganda.
• In one of the reports by @ACODE_Uganda titled Politics of Patronage and
Religion, it is pointed out that many religious leaders have been bribed with
cars and small cash handouts by the NRM to lobby for votes for the
incumbent.

Recommendations
Religious leaders are key players in promoting democracy and good
governance and should, therefore get in involved and stand against all
forms of injustice.
Religious leaders should build the nation and try to avert the looming
violence that is coming because of these elections. Some of them are
even instigating violence based on tribes! We shall hold you accountable
and prosecute you personally.
Law enforcers should demonstrate professionalism and impartiality
because elections are highly emotional and very involving. Anything that
goes wrong is bound to spark off violence, and duty bearers need to act
with restraint and care.
Religious leaders and law enforcers should demonstrate love and peace
to ALL Ugandans and political candidates.

Important quotes
“Religious leaders need to appreciate the positions they hold. People have
killed and maimed others in the name of religion. Religious leaders and law
enforcers should protect Ugandans and not promote divisions. We are
Ugandans first.” – Claire Amanya, Managing Partner CR & Amanya
Advocates and Solicitors
“Religious leaders should know that they have a duty to speak up and act
against injustices during the electoral processes. Being nonpartisan does not
mean silence in times of injustice.” – Umar Nyanzi, President Muslim
Centre for Justice and Law (MCJL)
“Religious leaders should promote citizens participation, tolerance, peace,
dialogue, as well as championing equity, equality and justice. This
summarizes the tenets of good governance. During elections, they must
speak up against unfairness like police brutality.” – Sarah Bireete,
Executive Director Center for Constitutional Governance (CCG)

Join us on Friday, bi-weekly , 10:00 am to 11:00 am @cepil_uganda with
#HaveYourSayUg for insightful discussions on relevant issues affecting the
public today
For more information go to our website on www.cepiluganda.org

