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Foreword
Greetings from CEPIL,
With the increasing COVID-19 cases in Uganda,
the president issued a directive for a 42-day
lockdown in hope of curbing the pandemic. This has
continued to worsen the challenges affecting
access to justice and increased abuse of the rule of
law. There is no end to the need for continued
advocacy for human rights and access to justice in
Uganda. This issue of the newsletter highlights
what we have been up to between April to June
2021 including but limited to continued mentorship
of young lawyers to be rule of law champions and
research on the performance of the Judiciary.

Rita Atukunda,
Program Officer
Research
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Quarter One 2021 Review Meeting

CEPIL held the quarter one review meeting at the
Uganda Wildlife Conservation Education Centre
in Entebbe on 9th April 2021. The team members
presented the activities that had been done in the
last quarter of 2020, challenges faced and way
forward. During the meeting, the Programs,
Administrative & Finance departments made
presentations of their reports for review. This
serves as a monitoring process for the progress
of the organizational objectives.

Update on the Judiciary Scorecard Research Initiative 2020
The CEPIL team received the first draft of the
scorecard report and edits to the first draft
commenced. We also await the completion of
the judgment reviews by the judgment review
committee. It was suggested that we have the
administrative department of the Judiciary and
the Judicial Services Commission review the
scorecard before it goes in the final stages of its
publication.

The Rule of Champions Initiative 2021
CEPIL sent out a call for the Rule of Law Champions Initiative
2021. We received 10 applications and five candidates were
selected for the program. Between 7th and 11th June, we
conducted an online training via zoom where the candidates
were trained by the Rule of law Champions 2019; Ms Akullu
Esther, Ms Aber Ruth, Mr Kisaalu Gad Arthur, Ms Marunga
Brenda and Ms Atukunda Rita. Upon completion of the
week’s training, the Champions were assigned to develop
articles for a rule of the law journal, a position paper and to
prepare for the ROLCI podcasts as part of their assignments
in order to graduate from the program. Be on the lookout for
the launch of the Journal and podcasts.
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Webinar: The role of Legal Knowledge in fostering innovation.
In a bid to advocate about occurring issues that affect the rule of law and democracy in
Uganda, CEPIL organized a webinar on the role of legal knowledge in fostering
innovation and economic empowerment among the youth. The panelists for this webinar
included Hon. Jonathan Odur, a member of Parliament; Erute County, Mr. Solomon
Rukundo, tax expert, Mr. Daniel Nasasira, Registrar URSB Mbale Regional Office and
Mr. Peter Classic Nvigyi, a lawyer

Profiling PIL Lawyers
This quarter we continued with our social media campaign acknowledging and
highlighting the contribution of public interest lawyers in Uganda and we profiled Human
Rights Lawyers, Mr. Eron Kiiza.
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Publication of the CEPIL Annual Report 2020
Following the board of directors meeting held
on 2nd June 2021, the CEPIL 2020 Annual
report was approved and published on the
CEPIL website. The report highlights CEPIL
success stories including but not limited to
the following:
The passing of the Administration of the
Judiciary bill 2018 into law, now called the
Administration of the Judiciary Act, 2020.
Adoption of CEPIL Judiciary Scorecard
Recommendations

by

the

Judiciary

towards enhancing the administration of
justice in Uganda,
Court

Invalidated

the

Electricity

(Establishment and Management of the
Rural Electrification Fund) Instrument, S.I.
No.

62

of

2020

for

procedural

irregularities involved in its making in a
case filed by CEPIL for Judicial review.
Click here for the full report.
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Public Interest Law Case Notes
The following cases were summarized and are available on the CEPIL website;
Nagami Gloria Linder Verus Attorney General & The Electoral Commission of Uganda
Miscellaneous Cause No 177 of 2020. Justice Musa Ssekaana discussed that a mere
possibility of not including some voters who have not attained the voting age of 18
years will not amount to disenfranchisement.

Water & Environment Media Network (U) Ltd & 2 Others Versus National
Environmental Management Authority & Hoima Sugar Limited. Consolidated
Miscellaneous Cause Nos. 239 & 255 of 2020. Justice Musa Ssekaana stated that
the rule of exhaustion of alternative remedy is not one that bars the jurisdiction of the
Court, but it is a rule which Courts have laid down in the exercise of their discretion.
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Stakeholder Meetings
The Programs team attended a day meeting with the team from Youthline Forum
where areas of possible collaboration were discussed and a memorandum of
understanding is currently being considered.
The Programs team attended a 3-day training (from 6, 12 & 19th May 2021) on
inclusivity in events, employment and programs. This initiative was by Ford
Foundation.
Gad Arthur Kisaalu attended 3-day training from 26-28th May 2021 on strategic
litigation before Regional Courts to enhance freedom of expression in East Africa.
This initiative was by Pan African Lawyers Union, American Bar Association and
NETPIL.
Ms Rita Atukunda and Gad Arthur attended security training for human rights
defenders and rapid response PIL lawyers organised by NETPIL at Hilton Inn Hotel
on 4th June 2021.
Ms Rita Atukunda attended a launch of a project by Youth Line Forum via Zoom on
10th June 2021
The team attended a financial training organised by Opportunity Bank on 24th June
2021.
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All this would not have been possible without the help of our partners.
Thank you for your continued support

Visit us at: http://cepiluganda.org,
On Twitter: @cepil_uganda
Or Facebook: @cepiluganda
Find us on:
5th Floor, Northern Wing,
Social Security House. Plot 4
Jinja Road, Kampala. P.O.Box
28611, Kampala, Uganda
Phone:
+256 393 224 509
Email:
info@cepiluganda.org

Newsletter/7
THE CEPIL

