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Covid-19 & the state of Media Freedom in Uganda
Background
With the outbreak of Covid-19, measures have been put in place by the World
Health Organization, Ministry of Health Uganda and emphasized by the president
of the Republic of Uganda directing people to stay home, maintain social distancing,
cough or sneeze in our elbows and use disinfectants as a means to prevent the
spread of the deadly virus. These measures are meant to be observed by everyone
including the media who play a vital role in sourcing and disseminating information
to the public. Following these measures, the President directed a partial lockdown
in the country and tasked the security agencies to enforce the observance of the
lock-down. The lock-down included restrictions in movement except for incidences
categorised as essential upon receiving authorisation from the designated
authorities. These measures however vital in preventing the spread of the deadly
virus also restricts access to information for the public by the media. This
undermines the efforts geared towards transparency and freedom of expression in
the country. Any attempts to go against the measures by journalists have been met
with unlawful arrests, illegal conﬁscation of media equipment followed by torture
and inhuman treatment perpetrated by security agencies.

SUMMARY
The discussion was intended to help
identify solutions to the challenges affecting
media freedom in Uganda in light of the
Covid19 outbreak. For a more fruitful
conversation, CEPIL sought out for media
experts endowed with knowledge on media
freedom to lead the deliberations. The
Identified legal minds included:
Mr Nicholas Opio, The
Executive Director Chapter
Four Uganda and Human
Rights Activist
Ms Sandra Oryema, The
Head Legal Aid at the
Public Interest Law Clinic
and a Social Justice
Activist.

Mr Raymond Mujuni, A
journalist with National
Media Group, Ntv

Ms Catherine Anite, The
Executive Director of the
Freedom of Expression
Hub

Parameters of Discussion

Uganda is a developing country with a politically
volatile environment characterised by endless abuse
of the rule of law thus the following issues needed to
be addressed during the tweet chat

1. What effects has Covid-19 had on the state of
Media Freedoms?
2. How have the Presidential directives posed a threat
to media freedom?
3. How can the threats posed by the presidential
directive be averted and or circumvented?
4. How can civil society organizations protect the
media in light of Covid-19?
5. How safe are journalists in times such as these and
can their safety be guaranteed?
SUMMARY

The chat was moderated by CEPIL and
later was joined by several legal and nonlegal practitioners both in the private, public
and civil society organizations. For
example; Ms Sylvia Mukasa, the Executive
Director of the Legal Aid Service Providers
Network and Mr Rogers Ishimwe, a Political
Activist only to mention but a few.

The Highlights
Greater responsibility has to be put on the
media houses and their owners to provide
for better pay, equipment for journalists.
Journalists have to adhere to highest
ethical and professional journalistic
standards including but not limited to
transparency and objective reporting.
Journalists need to be able to interpret
what they are reporting and not just
forward information is given to them by the
state without proper analysis.
The state must permit media access
information without imposing unnecessary
restrictions.
Free flow of information is not just a
parroting of official positions but
questioning and interrogating all issue as
this will go a long way informing the public
on very vital information.
A media house or journalist must be solid,
factual, and deeper. Journalism is a
profession which must be given its due
respect.
Journalists must be taken as human rights
defenders and treated as such. Journalists
must also recognize themselves as such
and act like one in that way they will
benefit from the service that HRDs benefit
(better protection and mutual support).
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Recommendations
Government has the duty to protect media freedom and address human rights abuse.
Journalists must be supported economically both from government and their media
houses.
Civil society needs to work closely with the media so as to ensure documentation of any
human rights violations.
Media houses and their owners need to provide better pay and equipment to journalists
on the front-line
The Media must be objective in its reporting and following ethical reporting standards.

Quote s of th e day
This pandemic is a real test of our commitment to the values of free speech,
accountability. Its also a tough test for media houses -they have to examine their
capacities in covering complex health pandemics such as these. We must learn from it
& emerge more resilient & assetive
Mr. Nicholas Opio
The reporting on the pandemic is an ever-evolving job, it changes by the hour. The skillsets & mindsets required to cover it are broad and not easily achievable. Let engagements
like these continue - if for anything to increase their debate in places of power
Mr. Raymond Mujuni
COVID-19 pandemic must not be used to restrict media freedom. Reporting abuses
of human rights is an accountability tool. I therefore implore government to protect
media freedom and address human rights abuses.
Ms. Sandra Oryema
Adherence to highest ethical and professional journalistic standards and values will
definitely see more transparent and objective reporting
Ms. Catherine Anite

Join us every Friday, 10:00 am to 11:00 am @cepil_uganda with
#HaveYourSayUg for insightful discussions on relevant issues affecting the
public today
For more information go to our website on www.cepiluganda.org

4

